11L THE MALAY LOCATION

The following is the recommendation of the General Purposes Com-
mittee of the Town Council of Johannesburg regarding the Malay Loca-
tion in Johannesburg.

The total area of the ground referred to in this recommendation amounts
to 18,885 acres. The Commission recommends that this ground should be
vested in the Council, with the exception of a triangular portion of the south,
41 acres in extent, the greater portion of which is at present occupied by the
Malay location. With regard to this piece of ground, the Commission recom-
mend that it should remain the property of the Government, and should be
earmarked for the future requirements of the railway. It is understood that
the suggestion of the Commission is that the Council should have the control
and use of this ground until such time as it may be required by the railway*
The Public Health Committee have approved of the Commission's recommend-
ation, but recommend that a proviso should be inserted, making it clear that
the cost of removing and compensating the Malays, who arc at present in occu-
pation of this ground, should be borne by the Railway Administration or the
Government whenever the Council may find it necessary or expedient to remove
them, and that the Council should be compensated for any buildings which it
may find it necessary to erect in order to provide for sanitary or other require-
ments in connection with the Malay location, as long as the Malays remain
in occupation,

The inhabitants of that locality will, therefore, have to be very care-
ful in safeguarding their interests* There never has been even so much
as a whisper against the place from a sanitary standpoint. The residents
live very decently. They have built substantial premises; some of them
have built even brick buildings, and it would be cruel if the people arc
now removed from their places. It is high time the Government gave
the Coloured people in the Transvaal some fixity of tenure and an assur-
ance as to their status* When the Location was laid out, it was a wilder-
ness. If it has now become a flourishing place, it is due to the energy
of the people living there* The Government owe it to them to recognise
their industry and perseverance, We note that the rent for the Stands
in the Location has been raised from 7/6 per month to ^1 per month*
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112. IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION REPORT
We give in another column the main points of the interesting, exhaus-
tive, and able report drawn by Mr, Smith1 and presented to the Honour-
able the Colonial Secretary,
Before proceeding to examine the different points, we venture to
draw Mr, Smith's attention to what appears to us to be the one fault
l Harry Smith, Immigration Restriction Officer.